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SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN WONDERS. 


— —0 — — 


In an old copy of the German 
Evangelical Calendrr,“ published in 
St. Charles, Mo., I find an article by 
the Rev. Dr. Steiner (recently de 
1 the significance of the 
figure 7. As there is generally more 
importance attached to the “lucky 3,” 
we may as well give 7 a chance, and 
see how conspicuously it figures in the 
history of the world, more particularly 
in religion.—T'ranslator. 

When God created the world he 
rested: on the 7th day. There are 7 
days in the week, 7 letters in the 
name of Jehovah, 7 syllables in the 

hammedan formula of prayer— 
la ill Allah ill Allah, As the flood 
was n on the 7th day and con- 
tinue 7 weeks, Noah selected 7 pairs 
of clean animals and birds, male and 
female, and gathered them into the 
ark. On the 7th day the dove re 
turned with its message. Every one 
is familiar with the 7 fat and 7 lean 

‘ipe, the 7 8 aud 7 barren ears 

corn, 7 years of plenty and 7 years 
amine. Jacob served 7 years for 
el, and was cheated with Leah, 


and served another 7 years and re- 
ceiged his reward. Seven days he 


1 
— 


was followed by Laban, his father - in- 
law. When Jacob died his son Joseph 
lamented for him 7 days. Every 7th. 
year the Israelites permitted their 
fields to remain idle and untilled. 
(This was called the Sabbatical year.’ 
At the siege of Jericho 7 priests 
7 trumpets went around the walls of 
the city, and at the 7th blast the walls 
fell. Seven times ten years were the 
Israelites held captive in Babylon. 
Seven times ten Hebrew scholars 
translated the Old Testament into 
Greek for the Alexandrian library. 
There were 7 times ten members of 
the High Council of Jerusalem, not- 
counting the presiding High Priests. 
When Peter asked, Lord, how 
many times must I forgive my bro« 
ther, is it not enough 7 times?” Jesus 
replied, ‘‘I say unto you not 7, but 
seventy times 7.” 
“A just man falleth 7 times and 
riseth up again.” (Prov. xxiv, 16,) 
„When thine enemy speaketh fair 
believe not, for there are 7 abomina.. 
tions in his heart.” (Prov. xxvi, 28.) 
There are 7 attributes of the A,y 
mighty, 7 gifts of the Holy Ghost 7 
alms of penance, 7 supplications ig 
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> 
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the Lord’s Prayer, 7 words of the 
cross. The Catholic Church has 7 
Sacraments. There are 7 wounds of 
Christ on the cross. In Revelations 
there are 7 angels with 7 golden 
chalices filled with divine wrath ; also 
7 lamps with 7 flames are mentioned 
there. Who does not know of the 7 
sleepers,” the 7 youthful Christian 
martyrs who escaped into a cavern 
near Ephesus, and fell asleep and 
slumbered undisturbed for 200 years / 
There are 7 wonders of the world ; 7 
wise men of Greece. The Moham- 
medan’s paradise contains 7 heavens. 
Rome has been governed by 7 kings, 
likewise Prussia, for the 7th is Em- 
peror Wilhelm. During the 7 years’ 
par under Frederick II., history men- 

tions 7 important battles. The war 
in Spain between the Carlists and 
Christians lasted 7 years. The Franco- 
Prossian war lasted 7 months, and 
the 7th regiment was the first to dis- 
tinguish itself. 

n the 28th (four times 7) of Se 
tember, 1870, Strasburg surrendered ; 
en the 28th of October Metz, and on 
the 28th of January, 187], Paris. 
Rome is built on 7 hills; so are Con- 
stantinope, Nurenberg, Bamberg, and 
Lisbon. Ancient Thebes, also Athens, 
Bagdad, and Morecoo, each had 7 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


gates. Seven cities claimed the honor 
of being Homer’s birthplace. There 
were 7 steps leading to the tomb of 
Darius, the Persian King; 7 steps to 
Solomon's throne ; 7 arms or branches 
to the lamp in the Temple at Jeru- 
salem ; 7 wicks in the perpetual lamp 
to the rites of the Greek Church. 

The river Nile bas 7 mouths. 

There are 7 Canary islands, 7 
Ionian islands, 7 colors in the rain- 
bow ; there are 7 tones in the musical 
scale, 7 precious metals. Pleiades, 
one of our most beautiful constella- 
tions, numbers 7 stars. 

There are 7 cardinal virtues ; three 
of these are faith, hope, and charity, 
and the greatest of these is charity.” 
The Duke of Wellington had 7 mar- 
shal’s staffs. 

The Pope is priest of 7 churches. 

The human head has 7 openings. 

The entrances to the celebrated 
dome at Cologne have 7 pillars set 
upon 7 pedestals, surmounted by 7 
statues. 

We might continue to enumerate 
for a column or more, and after we 
have exhausted our memory, some 
7th son ofa 7th son might predict a 
new set of seven wonders, arising from 
the present Centennial era.—St. Louis 
Republican. 


THE “OLD MOTHER” 


WAKES FROM A 


NAP. 


— — 


The great Basilica of Saint Peter, 
after having long been dedicated to 
the divinities of Silence, has at length 
witnessed once again one of those im- 
posing ceremonials which are tradi- 
tionally dear to the Roman Church. 
Since the day that the legions of Victer 
Emmanuel 4 through the breach 

ned in the Porta Pia, and neither 
apal Zouaves nor international jea- 
lousies sufficed any longer to deprive 
the Italian people of their capital, the 
doors of the famous temple have been 
closed with more than Lenten auste- 
rity against the splendid functions to 
which it owes half its celebrity. The 
Vatican has been in mourning for up- 
wards of six years. Its august 
er,” as i ing has 

een reminding us, has not passed its 


rtals during all that period ; though 

e forgot to add that the seclusion of 
his Holiness has been self-imposed, 
and that there is not much liberty in 
this world which is more agreeable 
than imprisonment in the vast and 
commodious palace, the extensive and 
delightful gardens, the inexhaustible 
library, the endless galleries of art and 
curiosities which constitute the mate- 
rial part of Papal incarceration. But 
Pius 1X. having assumed a certain 
and specific rale, has acted up to it 
since the autumn of 1870 with con- 
sistent obstinacy. He is the prisoner 
of the Piedmontese, and he behaves 
assuch. He no longer holds splendid 
state at the hi tar where Attila 
once threatened te stall his steeds. 
The silver trumpets are hushed ; the 
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Pope’s choir is a tradition. The 
shepherds no longer come from the 
mountains of the Abruzzi to pass the 
ight of Christmas-eve in the celebra 
Basilica. There is no washing of 
feet on Maunday Thursday; no 
davanda, uo tavola. The balcony 
where the Sovereign Pontiff used to 
bless the City and the World, with 
the exception of the insolent Colonna, 
is no longer taken possession of by 
the venerable personage who on Easter 
Day used to fill it with his presence. 
Saint Peter’s remains undisturbed, 
and strangers come and go, gazing up 
at its stupendous space and barbaric 
ornament. But there are no cere- 
monies for them—no peacocks’ fea- 
thers, no triple Tiara, no Servant of 
the Servants of God borne aloft on 
the shoulders of men. 

It has fallen to the lot of Catholic 
Spain to break the spell, to burst open 
the hermetically sealed gates, to coax 
Pio Nuno from his private oratory, 
and to renew in Saint Peter’s some- 
thing of the ecclesiastical glories of 
old. It is easy to throw an air of 
ridicule around the journey of pil- 

ims whom the conditions of modern 

ife compel to travel by railway and 
steam ship, and expose to the irreve- 
rent criticism of unsympathizing cor- 
respondents. But that person’s sense 
of the ridiculous must be of a peculiar 
sort who finds nothing but food for 
mirth in the fact that several thousand 
Spanish pilgrims, for the most part of 
the poorer classes, have been making 
their way to Reme, with no other 
object but to prostrate themselves at 
the feet of the Pope, and testify to 
him their unalterable devotion. II 


the hardships and disappointments of 


the journey have been great, their 
fidelity only becomes the more con- 


803 


spicaous. A Roman satirist said that 
one of the hardest conditions attached 
to poverty is that it makes men ridi- 
culous. But the notion must be con- 
demned as a vulgar one, and we con- 
fess that in reading’ the account of 
what took place in Saint Peter's, what 
most interests and impresses us is not 
the account of the ‘‘ nineteen cardi- 
nals, of the Guardia Nobile, of the 
Swiss Guard, or even the crimson 
damask liveries,” but rather the fact 
that the bulk of those whom the Pope 
addressed were poor, ill-fed ts 
and artizans from Catalonia. There 
were ten thousand of themin Saint 
Peter's awaiting the ap nos of the 
Pope. A tremendous shout was raised 
when he entered, for Saint Peter's is 
not as other churches, and has wit- 
nessed many an ebullition of popular 
enthusiasm or passion. A throne had 
been erected in the left transept, and 
on this Pius IX. took his seat, and 
listened to the address presented to 
him by the pilgrims, and read aloud 
by the Archbishop of Granada. His 
Holiness —— a reply, which, we 
are told, lasted a quarter of an hour, 
and then the pious concourse was 
treated to a spectacle which has always 
been reserved for great occasions, and 


which those who have ever witnessed 


it allow to be peculiarly imposing. 
After extending his hands to bless 
those present, the Pepe was carried 
down the great nave into the atrium, 
in the Sedia Gestatoria, and thus 
once more into his prison- 
house. The enthusiasm manifested 
by the pilgrims, it is said, was im- 
mense,” but the expression of their 
sentiments awoke no resentment out- 


side the walls of the Basilica.—Len- 


don Standard. 


How to get the people to Church, 
particularly that large section of the 
ple known as the masses, is a pro- 
which has bees discussed at ruri- 
al conferences and elsewhere, 


“A NEW DEPARTURE,” 


BY ONE OF THE DAUGHTERS. 


many a time and oft, with but little if 
any practical advantage. The ques- 
tion is one also which many Liverpool 
incumbents would like to solve, and 
over which no doubt they have spent 
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many an hour of thought and medita- 
tion. Various devices have been 
adopted, but the masses are Very diffi- 
cult to please, particularly in this 
matter of churchgoing. Given, a 
popular preacher, and his church is 
safe to be crowded, though perhaps 
the element we have mentioned will 
be chiefly conspicuous by its absence. 
Sir Henry Gole, who will be remem- 
bered in Liverpool for his speech at 
the Institute, if for nothing else, has 
been propounding a scheme for filling 
sparsely attended churches. He ab- 
tained the consent of the vicar for the 
trial of his experiment in the Bromp- 
ton Parish Church on four Tuesdays. 
All the seats were free, and the peeple 
were invited by means of placards to 
attend the services. There were five 
or six hymns or psalms sung to good 
old tunes—the Evening Hymn, the 
Austrian Hymn, the Old Hundredth, 
etc.,—the hymns were accompanied by 
silver trampets, two trombones. and 
two kettle drums; and Sir Henry 
avows that nothing more solemn he 
ever heard. The sermon was to have 
been limited to ten minutes, but the 
vicar took seventeen, thus overstep- 
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ing the regulation. Sir Henry adds: 

The result of the affair was that 
on each occasien the church was fuller 
than ever. I met a member of Par- 
liament in the church, and he said to 
me, 1 have been shedding tears all 
the service; I never h anythin 
more affecting.’ I established an offer- 
tory after the first service, and at the 
second I got more than £3 in pence (I 
requested everybody to give Id. if he 
could ;) at the next service I collected 
£3 10s., and at the last nearly £5; so. 
that we paid the expenses. If you 
wish to take the people away from 
public-houses, and perhaps their un- 
comfortable homes, you might do it 
by a very simple process in your 
churches if you tried it.” It is pos- 
sible, indeed highly probable, that the 
experiment here described will not 
commend itself to most clergymen. 
It is, however, for all that, well wor- 
thy of a trial, if even in a modified 
form, for anything which will induce 
the masses to attend to religious ob- 
servances will be a gréat step towards. 
the amelioration of their condition. 
Express. 


THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. 


The means of spreading a know- 
ledge of the great latter-day work, 
established by the revelations of the 
Almighty, are much mure extensive 
and comprebensive than is perbaps 
apparent to the casual observer, ex. 
tending to probably every part of the 


civilized globe, by some influence or | | 
‘the gathering 


method or another. 

Our, missionary system, which is 
unsurpassed, all things considered, 
reaches into — lh — not only 
gaining converts, gathering them 
out to the body of the Church: The 


missionaries engeged in the work 
having no possible 


sideration in view, being inspired by 
no ulterior motive, but with the con 
viction that they are operating in a 
good cause, are naturally more than 
usually effective, thorough and genuine 
in their labors. In many portions of 
this country especially, 


uniary con- 


Elders | 


are eagerly sought after for informa- 
tion by various classes of people, and 
even their persecuters, when they | 
malign and seek to injure them, only 
tend to increase the interest and cause 
a knowledge of the latter-day work to 
be more widely disseminated. 

This interest in the delegates from 
of the Saints is. 
not only mani in lovalities, but 
where they are found upon the railroad 
trains they are generally plied with 
and kept answering questions in 
regard to ‘‘ Mormonism,” and are now 
not unfrequentiy requested to preach 
to the passengers upon the cars, and 
thus travelers to and from various 
— ‘of the world gain some know- 
of the their 
and institutions, carry it w 
them where they go. bt 


up to the nations, in the mountains, 
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as has been so plainly predicted by the 
Prophets, strangers from every land 
come here to visit, to see the peuple 
who have become so famous in the 
world. They see a peaceful and com- 
paratively harmonious community, 
answering the description, in every 
particular, of the people that were, 
according to the ancient Prophets, to 
gather from all nations,—they go to 
the Tabernacle, and to other meeting 
places, and there gain some informa- 
tion regarding the revelation in the 
latter times of the fullness of the 
everlasting Gospel, and they carry this 
knowledge with them to the “ utter- 
most parts” of the earth. 

The enemies of the Saints, who 
seek their overthrow, and invariably 
fail, accomplishing only their own 
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discomfiture, do their part, unwit- 
tingly though it be, toward spreading 
the knowledge of what the Lord is 
doing in the latter days, for the stir 
they create draws the attention of 
thousands, nay millions, toward the 
Saints, their curiosity is aroused, and 
many are not satisfied until they gain 
some knowledge of a numerically small 
yet influentially great people. 

The various publications of the 
Church, the News among them, is 
also a means of diffusing that know- 
ledge. 

Truly the Saints are like a city,set 
on a hill, that cannot be hid, and no 
people on the face of the globe, of the 
same dimensions, make so great a stir 
in the world as they.—Deseret News, 
Nov. 18th, 


A GRAND POTLATCH, 
—0 


There was a mighty gathering of 
Indians at Saanich, upwards of 3,000 
redskins, in 275 canoes, were present. 
The occasion of the assemblage was a 
grand potlaich of over $15,000 worth 
of goods being given away. English 
blankets to the value of $5,000 were 
thrown from the top of the lodges 
to be scrambled for by the natives 
below, who stood armed with long 
poles stuck full of nails at one end, 
to secure the prize as soon as it fell. 
In addition to these, some curious 
„ percocees, made by the natives 
themselves from the wool of the 
mountain sheep, were also thrown. 
Three hundred guns, among which 
were some very fine double-barreled 
pieces with percussion locks, were 
then thrown down and caused a series 
of tremendous struggles, which lasted 


in some cases for nearly an hour. 
Pieces of board representing sums 
ranging from $100 to $500 were then 
scrambled for after the same fashion. 
Three brothers gave 3,500 blankets 
as their contribution, which had all 
been paid for by the products of the 
chase. The stock of gifts being ex- 
hausted, the natives all got into their 
canoes and left, thus ending one of 
the largest meetings of the kind which 
has taken place for some years, and 
probably the last of any maynitude 
which will occur, as the rising genera- 
tion of Indians seem to care little about 
perpetuating the customs of their fore- 
fathers, and this, as well as many other 
practices will soon be numbered amon 

the things of the peak. 
Columbia Colonist. 


PRECEDENT. 


— — — 


We were struck with a remark re- 
cently made by President Wells, that 
— were inapplicable to the 

evelopment of the citizens of this 
Territory. Their history is unique, 
the circumstances which have sur- 


rounded them have had an individu- 
ality unknown to the history of other 
people, and most likely of all ages. 
It has been a matter of observation 
with us that the ordinary tactics os 


worldly wisdom were in many casef 
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most thoroughly ignored. No matter 
what the condition of things, there 
has been manifest an originality in 
the pilot, which, even when most suc. 
cessful, was most opposed to the usual 
diplomacy of Cabinets and States. 
No prophecy has been so essentially 
fulfilled as the one declaring that He 
hath chosen the weak things of this 
world to confound the mighty, to 
bring to naught things that are and 
things that are not.” Witness the 
bringing forth of the Book of Mor- 
mon, the organization of the Chnrch, 
the persecutions of the Saints, the 
flight into Egypt,” the consolidation 
of the people, their spreading through 
the valleys of the mountains, the 
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**Mormon war,” grasshopper fighting, 
etc., etc., and so in every leading or 
collateral event of our history. Bat 
the subject grows upon us; enough, 
however, is written to stimulate 
thought, which will eventuate in the 
establishment of this idea, that 
under any given series of circum- 
stances or condition of things, if they 
will combine the wisdom of the wise 
men, so-called, Mormon policy will 
always assert itself in au opposite, or 
at least in a different phase, or plane 
of thought,” and so the ingdom grows 
and will grow, till He hath put all 
enemies under His feet.” — Deseret 
News. 


LOOKING TO THE 


FUTURE. 


— 


In pursuance of an expressed wish 
of President Brigham Young, the 
ladies of the various Relief Societies, 
and the different Co-operative Associa- 
tions with which the ladies of Utah 
are connected, are taking active steps 
towards purchasing, with funds in the 
hands of the societies, and with dona 
tions which they should and expect to 
receive, grain to be stored up in case 
of the coming of a day of scarcity. 
There is an old saying to the effect 
that a wise man foreseeth the evil 
and provideth against it,” but, under 
the wise direction of President Young, 
it is the ladies that are providing 
against the evil day, which may come 
at any season. Should it visit us, we 
are in hopes that the ladies of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 


— 


Saints will be in a position to be tem- 
poral saviors to the needy, and they 
are wisely taking the required steps to 
be in that position should the position 
arise. 

Sister Emmeline B. Wells, an active 
and intelligent lady, is the President 
of the Central Committee on this 
movement, and is aided by a number 
of other ladies of intelligence and 
ability, and we hope they will accom- 
plish, with the aid of the various 
society or Branch committees, the 
important work they have undertaken. 
In this city Bishop Edward Hunter 
has tendered them the use of some 
bins connected with the Tithing store, 
in whieh to lay up their grain.— 
Deseret News. 


PAYING FOR THE WHISTLE. 


— — 


There is one thing to be considered 
in connection with these election mat 
ters and these excited election times, 
and that is, theirexpense. The New 
York Herald estimates the average cost 
of a presidential election at a million 
and a half for each of the 3 0 
posing parties, or three millions in 
all, which would be fifteen times more 


than the four years’ salary of the suc- 
cessfal candidate. 

Higher estimates than the above 
are made, and probably with approx- 
imate correctness, if we consider the 
time lost and the business ven de or 
hindered, as well as the actual outlay 
the whole country. 

Onder these circumstances it might 
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be well to ask whether the o is 
worth the powder, whether tke elec- 
tions are worth to the country the 
enormous amount spent on them, or 
at least whetber it wonld not be a good 
thing to try to economise very mate 
rially the time, the means, and the 
attention devoted to elections, and 
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divert them towards something more 
advantageously productive. It is cer- 
tainly better to put means into a rising 
fund than into a sinking one, and it 
cannot be denied that a great deal of 
means, time, and energy is sunk in 
elections. Deseret News. 


THE GREAT 


EXEMPLAR. 


0 — 


Christ was an example to men of all 
classes, and under every variety of 
circumstances. To the great—‘‘A 
greater than Solomon is here.” To 
the mean—‘‘ Is noc this the carpenter ?” 
To the rich— He is heir of all 
things.” To the poor—‘ Foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay his head.” To the fa- 
mous—‘‘ Behold the world is gone 
after him.“ To the obscure—‘ Can, 
there any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?“ To the sorrowing — 
Jesus wept.” To the joyous— He 
rejoiceth in spirit. To the tempted— 
„All these things will I give thee if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me.” 
To the injured— Hu visage was 
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marred more than any man, and his 
form more than the sons of men.” 
To the powerful — ‘‘Thinkest thou 
that I cannot now pray to my Father, 
aud he shall presently give me more 
than twelve legions of angels.” To 
the loved—‘‘ Lord, I am ready to go 
with thee to prison and to death.” 
To the slighted—‘‘I know not the 
man.” To the iusulted — Be ye 
come out as agaivat a thief with swords 
aud staves?” To the betrayed — 
** Whomsoever I kiss, that same is he, 
take him and lead him away safely.“ 
To the idol of the crowd —“ Hosannah 
to the Son of David.” To the butt of 
their scorn— Away with this man, 
and release unto us Barabbas.” 
| New WHITTINGTON. 


It is stated by good authority that the police magistrate of this city, a few 


days ago, decided that the ordinances of this city were null aad void; that no 
case could be maintained under them, and that we have no city law at all.— 
Nauvoo Independent. [How is the mighty fallen.—Ed. Sra. } 


Lawyer Miss Phoebe Couzins, Esq., in the circuit court room at St. Louis 
the other evening, spoke of the evils of the times, and proclaimed as the only 
remedies, prohibition, woman’s suffrage, and education. All former civilizations 
had failed, because they were built on the degradation of woman, and because 
they gave a tacit consent to intemperance. iss Phoebe spoke in figures and 
further said, that the feminine Prohibitionist were Igoing to take the best ele- 
ments of both political parties—to leave the Democratic party on Mount Nebo, 
and the Republican party in the Valley of Jehosaphat, and pass on to the 
promised land. When interrupted she announced—‘‘I want gentlemen to 
N that when women enter into politics these interruptions will not be 
tolerated.” 


Tus Execotive Guriiormng.—There is an interesting letter from this city 
(Salt Lake) in a recent number of the Chicago Times. Its theme is official 
rascality in Utah.” The writer has taken the pains to tax his memory some- 
what, and has discovered that since January, 1870, President Grant has 
nominated, and his Senate confirmed, no less than thirty-nine United States 
officers for Utah, all of whom have come and gone, save the present incumbents, 
viz: Governors and acting governors, 6 ; secretaries, 4; judges of the supreme 
court, 14; land officers, 5; U. S. district attorneys, 5; U.S. marshals, 5. 
Total, 39.” Since this letter was written there have been two removals of 
federal officials here; aud before the year expires there may be enough others 
to bring the grand total up to fifty. Something must be wrong here or at 
Washington. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1876. 


THE KEY TO THE BOOK. 

„Txx man Christ Jesus” is the great central figure of Sacred History ; he was 
the man of destiny; ‘‘ forty centuries” looked down toward him; the meridian 
of time was wituess to his advent; the promises and prophecies had in his 
coming much of their fulfillment, and the consummation of the unfulfilled will 
find in his mission their triumphant vindication. His genealogy according to 
the flesh, by both father and mother, runs direct to David, from David to 
Abraham, and from Abraham to Adam. His lineage was royal; he descended 
from a line of kings, and though born in obscurity and comparative poverty, 
that pride of ancestry which waked to life at the instance of Divine authority, 
found no difficulty in connecting the manger of Bethlehem, with the glory and 
throne of both David and Solomon ; and what was probably just as important, 
and certainly as much worthy of being remembered, was, that Abraham, the 
friend of God” and father of the faithful” was one of his progenitors. Here, 
if ever, lived in the meridian of time the one indisputably active agent in the 
fulfillment of the promise made tothe Patriarch, that in him and his seed 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed.” 

It is said the ancient Hebrews had very clear ideas of the Messiah that was 
to come ; they understood the unity of their types, sacrifices, and ordinances ; 
they understood, as Cruden says, when he did appear, that he should combine 
in one all the contrarieties of prophetic inspiration, he should be both God and 
man, exalted and abased, master and servant, Priest and sacrifice, king and 
subject, rich and poor,—mortal, yet the conqueror of death, full of light and 
truth, yet a man of sorrow and acquainted with grief It was well understood 
that he should be born of a virgin, of the tribe of Judah, of the house of 
David, and in the village of Bethlehem, the city of David. This bad all been 
comprehended when the candle of the Almighty shone about their path,” 
when as under the good king Hezekiah they sought to walk in all the com- 
mand ments of the Lord blameless ; but the Jews were a rebellious race, a stiff- 
necked people, an ungodly generation ; pride of pedigree and ancestry, pride 
of ordinance and Temple pomp and ritual, pride of heart and prosperity of life, 
always eat away their faith in God, and they dwindled in unbelief, they were 
ready to question as to the Messiah, Where is now the promise of his coming, 


or since the fathers fell asleep have not all things continued even as they were ?” 
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So when the Babe was born the spirit had near departed, and as he sprung to 
manhood he found in that grand Temple which should have marked its wor- 
shipers the peculiarly favored of the Almighty (as concerning the promised 
seed, and as the conservators of the Divine Oracles,) that they had transformed 
it (the house of prayer) into a den of thieves, the lust for gold had brought 
right into proximity with the sacred places, the tables of the money-changers, 
and it was only by violence, coupled with indignant rebuke having the ring of 
authority, they were driven beyond those sacred courts. Verily their hearts 
were hardened, their glory had faded, they had indeed apostatized from the 
promises and faith of the fathers, and counted their Temple and glory almost 
as an unholy thing. 

The birth of Jesus was preceded by such manifestations of the ancient inspiri- 
tation as might have been expected, hence we find the. Gospel according to St. 
Luke, giving us an account of a certain Priest named Zacharias, whose wife was 
named Elizabeth, The record says they were both righteous, and walked in 
all the ordinances and commandments of the Lord blameless. They had no 
child, and being well stricken in years, were, because of this fact, a good deal 
concerned ; but while the Priest offered up incense, as was his wont, behold on 
the right side of the altar stood an angel of the Lord, at which Zacharias was 
troubled and fear fell upon him, but the angel said, ‘‘ Fear not, thy prayer is 
heard, thy wife Elizabeth shall bear unto thee a son, thou shalt call his name 
John, also thou sbalt have joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice at his birth, 
he shall be great in the sight of the Lord; he shall neither drink wine nor 
strong drink, but sball be filled with the Holy Ghost, and through him shall 
be many of the children of Israel turned to the Lord their God ; and he shall 
go before him in the spirit and power of Elias to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord.” Zacharias, although filled with joy, realized 
his age and the age of his wife, and requested a sign, which was given him, 
and he became dumb until the days were accomplished. Wher this son was 
born, and the day of circumcision arrived, they called him Zacharias after his 
father, to which his mother said, No, he shall be called John. Zacharias, on 
being interrogated, called for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is 
John; immediately his tongue was loosed, and he prophesied concerning his 
son that he should be called the Prophet of the Highest, for he should go 
before the face of the Lord to prepare his way, to give knowledge cf salvation 
unto his people by the remission of sins.” The record further says, The 
child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of 
his showing unto Israel. This was none other than the future John the 
Baptist, who came crying from the wilderness of Judea, ‘‘ Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand ;” he proclaimed also the baptism of repentanee 
for the remission of sins, then finally, after a faithful ministry, was beheaded 
in prison at the request of Herodias, the daughter of Herod. 

To give more significance and importance to the great events which had been 
anticipated by all the Prophets and holy men of old, we find (some six months 
after) this self-same angel (Gabriel) sent from God to acity of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, to a virgin espoused of Joseph of the house of David. This angel 
addressed himself to this virgin, whose name was Mary, telling her she had 


* 
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found favor with God, and that she should have a son, whose name should be 
called Jesus (or Savior), ‘‘for he shall save his people from their sins.” We 
are informed that in this a prophecy was (or should be) fulfilled, ‘‘ Behold a 
virgin shall bring forth a son, and they shall call bis name, Immanuel,” or God 
with us. (Isaiah vii, 14.) Now Mary was cousin to Elizabeth, the prospective 
mother of John, and being filled with rejoicing, she must needs impart of that 
joy to her cousin. Their joint congratulations and praises to God form one of 
the most pleasant episodes oi life that can be found in the n of woman. 


(See Luke, 1st chapter.) 


It came to pass after a time, that every man was compelled to go to his own 
city to be taxed, so Joseph (with Mary his espoused) went up from Nazareth of 
Galilee, to the city of David, called Bethlehem, in Judea. Being a general 
time of moving, when they arrived at this insignificant place the Inns and 
places of accommodation were full, so the young infant was born in a stable and 
cradled ina manger. No doubt the parents felt disconsolate enough at their 
scanty surroundings, but this event, with its poetic halo, colors to this day the 
customs and practices of Christendom, bringing about one of the most precious 
seasons of social and religious enjoyment—viz., Christmas. 

Still more testimony, presents itself in recognition of this long foreshadowed 
event. Some godly shepherds, upon the plains of Judea, when attending their 
flocks by night, were surrounded by the glory of the angel of the Lord, who 
announced that there was born unto them that day, in the city of David, a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord,” „and while they were yet speaking, there 
was with this augel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,” saying, 
„Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.” 
Tbas was in fair way of fulfillment another prophecy, ‘‘ And thou Bethlehem, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me, that is to be the ruler in Israel.“ (Micah v, 2.) 

We also find that certain wise men came from the east (who were no doubt 
of the seed of Abraham, ard understood the promises, ) to Jerusalem, inquiring, 
Where is he that is born king of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and have come to worship him.” As was natural, these men made 
application to the ralers, but they had not heard of these glorious manifesta- 
tions, neither looked they for a king; so being charged of Herod, they went 
in search of, and found the young child Jesus, being guided by a star; him 
they worshiped, presented their treasures, guld, frankincense, and myrrh ; 
then being warned of God in a dream, departed into their own country another 
way. 

When eight days were past (as was the custom), the child was circumcised ; 
and after certain days, he was brought to the Temple at Jerusalem, to be pre- 
sented to the Lord. In this city there was a just man and devout waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Ghost was upon him, which had given 
to him revelation, ‘‘ that he should not see death until he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ.” At this time he was led by the Spirit into the Temple, and when 
the parents brought in Jesus to attend to the rite just mentioned, Simeon 


caught up in his arms the little fellow, and cried out, exultingly, ‘‘ Lord now 


lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the 
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Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” Simeon then blessed them, and 
said unto Mary the mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against.” 

And there was Anna, also, a prophetess (who was a widow of about four- 
score and four years). She dwelt in the Temple continually, serving God with 
fasting and prayer, night and day. Coming in, she also gave thanks unto the 
Lord, and spake of him (Jesus) to all that looked for redemption in Jerusa- 
lem.“ These things being accomplished, the family returned te Nazereth in 
Galilee, that the prophecy might be fulfilled which says, ‘‘ He shall be called a 
Nazarene.” 

Such are the initial features of this wonderful life, and the introduction of 
this great character. This, the future Man Christ Jesus,” or the Anointed 
Savior,” anticipated, yet unknown; prophecy might have claimed bim as its. 
own, tradition could have given its semi-authority in favor of his advent, the 
few faithful waiting souls alone contributed testimony to his cause, being filled 
with the Spirit from on high; the mass, priest and people, publican and 
Pharisee, learned and illiterate, knew not the day of their visitation,” 
understood not the signs of the times,” so the life began unwatched of 
popular idea or expectation, until the Father had more fully prepared bim for 
his grand and sublime mission ; yet even then,—This was he, of whom it was 
afterward declared, He spake as never man spake.” This was he, who was 
to be The Author and Finisher of the Christian Faith.” This,—‘‘ The Great 
Apostle and High Priest of that profession.“ This,—‘‘The Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sins of the world.” This,—‘‘The One only who holds 
the Keys, and is found worthy to open ‘The Book,“ and to loose the seals 
thereof.” This,—‘‘The Lion of the tribe of Judah,“ the Root of David,” 
„the Bright and Morning Star.” How, during the flight of centuries, might 
our race have been redeemed, had but obedience been general to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. H. W. N. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Bishop John Rowberry and Elder George Atkin are ap- 
pointed Traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference, and Elder George 
Barber is appointed Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference. Elders 
William Stokes and Thomas Barratt are appointed Traveling Elders in the 
Nottingham Conference. Elder B. H. Tolman is appointed Traveling Elder 
in the Sheffield Conference, Elder S. L. Richards in the Manchester Confer- 
ence, and Eider C. D. Evans in the Leeds Conference. 


‘“WOMAN’S EXPONENT.” 


The above Journal from Salt Lake article, and say, there, there, that 
City comes along semi weekly, with its | will do,“ and out comes the. scissors ;. 


THE 


ever-pleasant yet sometimes startling 
resume of Woman's Mission and 
of Woman’s Work.” Glancing at the 
first page, we say, how nice that 
iece of Poetry would be for the Star.” 
en we pass on to a contributed 


but no, before we cut we must look 
the number through, lest we mar 
something on the other side. We clip 


the edges and turn to the reports from 
the Auxiliary Relief Societies; seat- 
tered all through the vallies of the 
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mountains. We read the words of 
precious counsel given, and of grand 
resolves to improve the opportunities, 
and make of earth a heaven, and we say, 
— Ah, these are the items that would 
surely interest the sisters of these 
lands,” and then realizing that if we can 
interest the sisters we are bound to 
interest the brethren, we make up our 
minds to appropriate these reports 
almost in extenso, when we turn ano- 
ther age, and there comes the Edi- 
torials :” What, by women? Can they 
so far forget themselves as to edit a 
paper and write ‘‘ ponderous” edito- 
rials? and as in amazement we read 
these over, why, they talk about 
opeuing commission stores,” and 
aboat home manufactures“ and about 
„purchasing and storing grain,” 
then we stop to take breath, and the 
‘word ‘‘ Gracious” nearly escapes our 
lips, but we draw it back and realize 
that there is method in all this 
madness,” and that these, are the very 
articles that are needed for the Srax 
to open the eyes of the Latter-day 
Saints of Europe, and to point out to 
rulers and statesmen the avenues by 
which ‘‘Women’s Righte“ can cir- 
-cumscribe the world ;—while we sit pon- 
dering, and locking away to far-off 
Utah, the abstraction passes, and our 
eyes rest apon paragraph after para- 
grapb in regard to passing events, and 
many a sharp or pithy comment there- 
upon; And now we eonclude, Well, 
we need something spicy for the Star,” 
and as itis easier to borrow a good thing 
than to manufacture a poor cne,” we 
must, for sure,” ‘‘ scissor” this, and 
** scissor” that, so that we may be as 
readable as they; when some pleasant 
receipe for veal pie,” ‘‘ sweetcake,” 


or“ home-made ” arrests our at- 
tention, and weinvoluntarilysay, “well, 
these ladies are no blue stockings 
pure and simple”—they believe in 
domestic economy, in domestic com- 


fort, in savory viands, in a well-ke 


house, in well-raised children, and in 
seeking to make glad the place of their 
** husband’s feet,”—then there is ano- 
ther chance, to transfer thesa matters 
to our columns, so that even in gene- 
rous England there may be a better 
and more understandable use of the 
bounties of our Father, and that even 
where economy is necessary, half its 
value may not be Jost by ignorance of 
how te make the best use of the little 
we have. Just as we had arrived at 
this conclusion, we notice ‘‘Diversions” 
and other ‘‘ clippings,” and feel that 
they are necessary to fill up the spaces, 
bottoma of pages, etc., when the Arti- 
cles, Reports, and Poetry are all used 
up, so we shall have a good, readable, 
useful Star. This, a little reflection 
shows would hardly answer, so we tarn 
again to our unwritten slip to answer 
the call for copy, wishing to do all the 
good we possibly can in our own ap- 
pointed sphere, but filled with sage 
counsel and fervent words to the Saints 
in Babylon that they would use all 
their energies and all their faith in 
order that they may gather to Zion 
where they can become readers, an 
mayhap contributors to that pheno- 
menon called the Woman's Expo- 
nent.” When they do this, they will 
be more and more impreseed, as we 
have been, with the truth of an expres- 
sion used“ many a time and oft” by 
our sainted motber 
‘* A woman’s work is never done,” 
H. W. N. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


From the Deseret News :— 
, St. George, Nov. 7, 1876. 

Editor Deseret News: 

To-day, the board and stockholders 
of the St. George’s Ladies’ Co-operative 
Store met and declared a profit of 80 
— cent. Tbey have only been doing 

usiness for six months, and they have 
sold goods cheaper than any other 


institution in town. This proves that. 
the ladies can do business, and it is 
to be huped that the time will come 
when stout young men will learn 
trades, work in the fields, and do 
other manly labor, instead of stand- 
ing behind the counter, with their 
hair parted in the middle, selling no- 
tions to the ladies, when the ladies 
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are perfectly able to help themselves, 
etc. 
Mrs. McArthur is President of the 
Ladies’ Oo-operative, Mrs: Anne 
Ivins Secretary, and the following 
named ladies members ef the Board : 
Mesdames Moody, McDonald, Wood- 
berry and Romney, and Sisters Snow. 
The general feeling here is, God 
bless the sisters in their enterprise.” 


Council Blaffs, Iowa, 
Nov. 10, 1876. 
Editor Deseret News: 

On the 20th of last April, I left Salt 
Lake City on a mission to the United 
States, with headquarters at this place. 
My health being poor, and the weather 
stormy, the first month after my ar- 
rival, I did little more during that 
time than cultivate an acquaintance 
with my surroundings. I found a few 
scattered Saints, ami a small Branch 
in each of the townships of Boomer 
and Oalhoun, the former presided 
over by Elder Wm. Onusworth, the 
latter by Elder Ezra Vincent. 

On the 20th of Jane, four charch 
members, with family, friends and 
children to make a party of fourteen 

rsons, left the Calhoun Brauch for 

tah, leaving only Elder Vincent and 


Since my arrival here there have 
been eleven first and three re-bap- 
tiums, total fourteen. Twelve Church 
members have moved to Utah, mak- 
ing, with family, friends and chil- 
dren, who went with them, a_ total 
of 25. 

This section of country contains 
many old time Saints, from Haro 
and Nauvoo, whose faith measurably 
failed them when they had accom- 
lished this much of the journey to 
tab, It is also the common recep- 
tacle of those who, from various canses 
became dissatisfied with Utah, and 
have returned to seek an element more 
congenial with their natures. 
I doubt whether there is another 
ton earth, ander the ever-varying 
adow of sectarian Christian whats 
such a variety of religious elements 
intermingle. Here are those who try 
te think they are infidels; deists, 
atheists. Here may be found all the 
muddled theorists of spiritualism, the 
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various ites“ who have apostatized 
from the Church of Jesas Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, and every shade of 
fragmentary Christianity. All these 
varieties, with few exceptions, have 
one spirit in common—that of doubt 
and uncertainty. They are univer- 
sally skeptical on the subject of reli- 
gion, often doubting the truth of 
what they outwardly profess to be- 


lieve. 
James A. LITTLE. 

A Groour Picryre.—A gentleman 
of Newcastle, Indiana, a professor of 
music, writes to a gentleman in this 
city, and draws a gloomy picture of 
the general outlook in the United 
States :— 

We are waiting anxiously the 
result of theelection. All who do not 
support the present administration, 
and vote the republican ticket are 
termed rebels, no matter how good 
soldiers they were in the Union army 
during the last war. 

„This might be a good, beautiful 
and prosperous country, but it is ina 
fearful state now. There will surely 
be another war by and by, worse than 
the last. It will not be North against 
South and vice versa, but it will be 
family against family, brother against 
brother, and wives and husbands 
against each other. The gutters of our 
streets will by and by be made to run 
with buman blood, or I am greatly 
deceived. I never observed the deep 
and heartfelt batred existing between 
the Republicans and Democrats so 
much asl have the last year. It wants 
but a few leading voices on either side 
to utter the war cry. How strange, 
and this is called the country and age 
of civilization.” 

‘The great Prophet of the 19th cen- 
tury, who was instrumental in usher- 
ing in the last dispensation, Joseph 
Smith, not only predicted, nearly 
forty-four years ago, the war of the 
rebellion, between the northern and 
southern States, but also prophesied 
of a later, more terrible and bloody 
war, when city would be arrayed 
against city, county against county, 
State against State, until every man’s 
hand should be agaiust his neighbor, 
and those who would not take up arms 
would have to flee to the place of luca- 
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tion of the Saints for safety. The 
predictions of the Prophet Joseph, 
#o far as they have been fulfilled, have 
taken place with as great accuracy 
as if the revelations bad been given 
after the events had occurred, and sv 
will those the fulfillment of which 
relates still to the future. Those. 
which have had their fulfillment are 
before the world to-day, to be pondered 
upon and considered, and they are 
hard facts for those who are unbe- 
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mission of Joseph Smith, and as time 
rolls on such fects will multiply and 
become more apparent to the wise 
who seek to understand the ‘signs 
of the times,” which are pregnant 
with events of the greatest magnitude, 
not on in this country, but in all 
the world, for the “‘ Father has com- 
menced to work a work among all 
nations,” and he will accomplish it, for 
who can stay his hand? — 


News, 16th. 
lievers in the true character of the| . 


— 


UTAH NEWS. 


—0— 
From the Deseret News :— 


Emicrants ARRIVED.—The last company of emigrating Saints, from Europe, 
arrived in the city, last evening, (Nov. 2nd) and have nearly all gone to homes 
provided by their friends. 


Comine Honk. — By private telegram, we learn that brother Wm. C. Stain 
having closed up the business of this season's emigration in New York, wi 
lea ve for home this evening (Nov. 14th). 


TetecraPe Orrics.—The Deseret Telegraph Company have opened an Office 
at Leeds, Utah, the nearest point to the new mining camp, off that place. 


Home From ENOLAND.—Elders David McKenzie and B. W. Carrington, 
ho have been to Great Britain, on missions, reached this city on Tuesday 
evening, (Nov. 14th). The last-named Elder was accompanied by his wife. 


TaBERNACLE Meetinas.—In consequence of the inclemency of the weather, 
the religious services of the Tabernacle, on Sunday afternoons. will be dis- 
continued for this season. 


Tue Layinc.—The five courses of rock that were to be set upon the walls 
of the Temple this season is nearly completed. When done, the work of lay- 
ing will be closed for this year, but it is intended to continue the quarrying 
of rock as long as the weather will permit, aud the cutting without cessation, 
until the completion of the building. 


Sheriff John Burt, of Brigham City, is in town, and will probably leave 
to-morrow (Nov. 16th) for the Temple quarry, where he will assist brother 
James C. Livingstone, the Superintendent. Four others from the same place, 
are expected to-morrow in the same work. 


Gone East.—This morning (Nov. 15th) a company of missionaries under 
the direction of Elder David M. Stuart, will leave for the St. Louis district, 
their field of labor. The names of the party are Elders David M. Stuart, C. F. 
Middleton, Jos. R. Porter, Joel R. Porter, N. V. Jones, M. S. Cummin 
Joel Ricks, John Ford, W. B. Smith, W. W. Jackson, F. B. Clarke, Jo 
Fitzgerald, Samuel R. Bennion, George Hackett, John Cook, Dominicus Snow, 
ene Hurst, Alonzo R. Winters, Joseph Shipley, William Thurgood, Chester 
Loveland, Samuel J. Wing, Amos Maycock. 


Gvop Pricrores.—Mr. C. R. Savage has obtained a couple ef very fine pho- 
itographic views of the interior and exterior. of the Temple. 

Toe Worx m New Zzatanp.—By courtesy of brother George Goddard, 
we have been enabled to peruse a letter to him from Elder William McLachlan, 
now laboring as a missio in New Zealand, from which we make a short 
extract—‘' The work of the Lord is not much appreciated in this colony, al- 


tough we are making some — We have a prospect of baptizing a few 
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more soon. Since our arrival we have baptized ten persons, besides three that 
have been re-baptized. There are some others who have almost concluded to 
embrace the Gospel and let the consequence follow.” 


A Laa TI. — Brother Joseph Workman, of the 5th Ward, informs us 
that, the present season, on his lot, he raised 5,400 pounds of good red carrots 
from thirteen and a half rods of ground. A rather remarkable yield. 


Hues Granite Boutper.—Salt Lake City, Nov. 11, 1876.—Yesterday, while 
visiting the Temple stone quarry, where the work is conducted under the able 
direction of brother James C. Livingstone, in company with Bishop Burton, 
we saw a huge slice separat or split with iron wedges from perhaps the largest 
boulder in the canon. The detached piece measured 53 feet long, 33 feet high, 
and 20 feet thick, making 34,980 cubic feet, and, allowing 170 lbs. to a cubic 
foot, would weigh 5,946,600 lbs., which, to take an average, will make 1,500 
recks fer the Temple. Besides the slice taken off yesterday, the preportions 
of which are given above, another, about two-thirds as large, was taken off a 
few weeks since, and yet there remains a piece twice as large as the one we saw 
taken off. Some idea may be formed from this of the immense size of the ori- 
ginal boulder, all of which will be put in the Temple walls, and will make in 
all about 6,000 blocks therefor. W. H. Fotsom, Architect. 


From the Salt Lake Herald, Nov. 22— 


IMPROVEMENT.—The new aqueduct on North Temple Street, from East 
Temple to the flouring mill, is so far completed as to permit the turning of City 
creek into it. It is a fine improvement, and will save the city and property- 
holders considerable expense in controlling the water during the freshets and 
in the spring, and will greatly enhance the value of property in that vicinity. 


OveRLAND TRAVEL.—Since the closing of the Centennial, people are flying 
westward. Every train on the Union and Central Pacific is crowded with folks 
returning to the Pacific Coast, and foreigners making the tour of the country. 


From the Ogden Junction, Nov. 16th— 


Over a year ago the grand jury of Oneida County, sttting at Malad, found 
indictments for polygamy, under the laws of the Territory, against a number 
of iufluential citizens of that county. It was well understood at the time, that 
these “prosecutions” were instituted in the spirit of ‘‘ persecution.” They 
were pushed in the interest of the corrapt members of the Malad ring who 
wished to cripple those who opposed them politically. Mr. Stewart, of Malad 
was arrested; the others, among whom was Mr. Samuel R. Parkinson, of 
Franklin, avoided arrest, believing they were unlikely to have a fair trial with 
the chances which their enemies had to pack a jury against them. Mr. Stew- 
art’s case came to trial, and the evidence being insufficient he was — — 
This morning Mr. Parkinson was arrested at Franklin, by deputy sheriff Jones, 
and taken to Malad on that old indictment. It is easy to see the same inffu- 
ence at work as before, the rancorous feeling re-awakened by the recent elec- 
tion in that county having provoked this new assault. We believe Mr. Parkin- 
son will come out of the trial unscathed, and with no other loss except that 
which is consequent on being 3 from home to a distant point, and the 
expenses necessarily attending his defence. 


Cumornam.—Elder Solon Foster writes to President Richards from New 
York, stating that after visiting the Centennial and seeing its wonders he went 
te the hill Cumorah. Going from Palmyra, N. Y., to Manchester, it is about 
three miles distance. Visitors may know the spot by a large willow tree that 

wa by the left side of the road; it is over three feet in diameter with large 
lande branching out. The hill is about a hundred rods from the tree. Every 
child in the vicinity knows it, calling it ‘‘Mormon Hill.” It is nearly two 
hundred feet high, and if the climate was as clear as in Utah, he thinks the hill 
would com 


— 


